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On May 2, Mexico's three leading political parties announced an agreement to hold a televised
debate on May 12 among their presidential candidates: Cuauhtemoc Cardenas of the Democratic
Revolution Party (PRD), Ernesto Zedillo of the governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI),
and Diego Fernandez de Cevallos of the National Action Party (PAN). The May 12 encounter will be
the first debate ever in the history of Mexican presidential elections. The elections are scheduled for
Aug 21.
The debate, which will be moderated by a yet-to-be-named journalist, will be broadcast live
to a national audience on both radio and television. The agreement to allow only the top three
candidates to participate in the debate was criticized by several smaller parties which are also
running presidential candidates, including the Popular Socialist Party (PPS), the Authentic Party of
the Mexican Revolution (PARM), and the Cardenista Front for National Reconstruction (PFCRN).
At least three other parties the Mexican Green Party (PVEM), the Workers Party (PT), and the
Mexican Democratic Party (PDM) are also running presidential candidates in the Aug. 21 elections.
The idea of a televised debate among the major presidential candidates was first proposed by
Cardenas in November of 1993. Former PRI candidate Luis Donaldo Colosio, who was assassinated
on March 23 in Tijuana (SourceMex, March 30, 1994), had accepted the proposal but had not agreed
on a date or format.
Zedillo, who replaced Colosio, later accepted the debate proposal. Several public opinion polls have
shown Zedillo leading Cardenas and Fernandez de Cevallos by varying margins, but some of those
polls failed to adequately account for undecided voters (SourceMex, April 27, 1994). Independent
pollster Miguel Basanez suggests that a high number of undecided voters may wind up voting for
Cardenas.
In fact, Basanez predicts a very tight race, in which Cardenas and Zedillo will each gain between
38% and 42% of the vote. "It could turn in favor of the PRI if the economy improves, or if the
economy deteriorates it could be in favor of Cardenas" Basanez told the New York Times. The
possibility of a close presidential race has raised new concerns that the PRI may resort to fraud in
the election.
In the 1988 presidential election, Cardenas officially received 31% of the vote, but many observers
believe his total was much higher and that he was fraudulently deprived of victory. As part of
widespread efforts to avoid a repeat of 1988, many political and business organizations have called
for foreign observers to be present during the elections. For example, in early May, the Mexican
Employers Confederation (Confederacion Patronal Mexicana, Coparmex) announced plans to invite
foreign observers to monitor the federal presidential elections, as well as the gubernatorial elections
in Chiapas and Tabasco states. A Coparmex spokesperson told La Jornada that the list of possible
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observers include legislators, business leaders, and members of political organizations from the US,
Canada, Spain, Colombia, and Costa Rica.
Meanwhile, a group of 300 organizations have banded together to form the Civic Alliance of Citizen
Observers (Alianza Civica de Observacion Ciudadana) to monitor the voting and ensure fair
elections. "This is not a scheme against the government," said Alliance organizer Sergio Aguayo of
the Mexican Academy for Human Rights (Academia Mexicana de Derechos Humanos). "Rather, this
is an effort to strengthen our institutions, because Mexico demands fair elections."
For its part, on April 18 the official Federal Election Institute (Instituto Federal Electoral, IFE)
announced several steps to help ensure fair elections. These include independent scrutiny of voter
registration lists, allowing independent citizens to monitor the polls, and the appointment of a
special prosecutor for election fraud.
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